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te on the little pamphlet on the Kosmon move- 
1,714 of “Licur’ has brought a lengthy letter 
V. H. Wilson, the secretary to the Kosmon 
es, who is somewhat exercised by our allusion to 
as being inclusive enough to embrace all move- 
d for the welfare and enlightenment of man- 
al beings. We gather that he takes exception 
insiders a want of definiteness in the move- 
the term Spiritualism is applied, and cites 
t the Kosmon Light as ‘a definite and organised 
given to humanity embracing, not a portion, 
hole of its life and philosophy. Well, that is 
at all events; but he pleads for ‘the prin- 
and organisation working towards definite 
cial, religious, and philosophical realms.’ But 
is what the great spiritual movement of the day 
If we as Spiritualists hold by our two cardinal 
existence of a natural life after death and the 
of communion between those who dwell here 
ows in the next state of existence—and leave 
detail aside for the time, are we not doing 


sentials unity, in non-essentials liberty —tbat is 
Maxims. There is no division on the 
Points we have mentioned. There is end- 
m on other questions—reincarnation and the 
flow of life and thought, the ceaseless changes 
and the progress of discovery never touch those 
they stand firm. The others, if we may 

o our thinking not of the essence of the ques- 
that is why we prefer a broad, catholic stand- 
pirits, being human like ourselves, teach all kinds 
and those of our friends who find any of these 
septable are free to adopt them. We have made 
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day without adding other tenets which may derive from 
them, but which, though they lend definiteness, do not 
always make for harmony. 


In an article on Diderot the ‘Times’ makes some ex- 
cellent points on the baser side of scepticism. In its higher 
aspect the function of scepticism by incessant denial and 
criticism is to destroy what is false. But there comes a 
time when the false having been destroyed, it is necessary 
to build up and construct. But the sceptic remains—the 
baser type at least. He 


tolerates an old affirmation because he knows by experience that 
it will not interfere with his comfort; but he hates a new one 
because he does not know how uncomfortable it will make him. 
He is as hostile to the passion for truth as to the passion for 
righteousness, for both of these try to answer questions, and 
he likes to ask them only because he is sure they cannot be 
answered. The mechanical sceptic still enjoys 
slaying the slain, and winning easily victories that once were 
hard and glorious. He is brave against superstitions that no 
one now believes in, and against old evils which he does not 
recognise in a new forin. 


Some of those who are continually assailing old theo- 
logical doctrines which no one whose opinion is worth con- 
sidering believes in any longer might reflect on the last 
two sentences in our quotation ! 


In ‘Thirteen Appreciations,’ by Principal Alexander 
Whyte (Oliphant, Anderson, and Ferrier, 3s. 6d. nel) we 
find some valuable studies of the lives of great religious 
teachers, writers, and mystics, including Santa Teresa, 
Jacob Behmen, Sir Thomas Browne, and William Law. We 
have in the past given considerable attention to the works 
of Jacob Behmen (or Bobmé), and we have noted with 
interest Principal Wbyte's remarks on one who is generally 
considered the greatest of the mystics. Here, for instances 
is the author's comment on one of Behmen’s central 
ideas :— 

Behmen’s teaching on human nature, his doctrine of the 
heart of man, and of the image of God in the heart of man, 
has a greatness about it that marks it off as being peculiarly 
Behmen’s own doctrine. . . On every page of his, wherever 
you happen to open him, Behmen is found teaching that God 
and Christ, heaven and hell, life and death, are in every 
several human heart. 

It is tremendously significant that every illuminated 
soul brings to earth some message of the Divinity of life, 
and finds the intelligible only in the light of Deity. 
Science may discover in the universe evidences of Order 
and Purpose, Poetry may reveal Beauty, but Religion 
teaches us why they are there. 


The Philosophy of Natural Science’ (The Christopher 
Press, Boston) is a book the title of which hardly e 
with its contents. The author, Richmond L. Bishop, tells 
us that the purpose of the School of Natural Science is 
pale carey man with himself, with Nature, and thus to 

him to the bebolding of God.’ But surely this is the 
function not of natural science, but of religion and moral 
philosophy. However (to adapt Cicero’s famous saying) 
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t. The flow of life and thought, the ceaseless changes 
gu tlook and the progress of discovery never touch those 
two groat ideas—they stand firm. The others, if we may 
ay 80, are to our thinking not of the essence of the ques- 
ion. And that is why we prefer a broad, catholic stand- 
dint. Spirits, being human like ourselves, teach all kinds 
of doctrines, and those of our friends who find any of these 
doctrines acceptable are freo to adopt them. We have made 
our own standpoint on the question sufficiently clear in the 


here and in all the worlds beyond. We are shy of creeds 
and systeme, whether in Religion or Science. The attempts 
followers of both to build up anything that shall be 
o and final have been signal failures, and doubtless 
will be. There aro always higher views, newer 
ions and discoveries—a continual flux. The thing 
ent reas doctrines may be very large, 

eme us Mr. Wilson points out— 


* 
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day without adding other tenets which may derive from 
them, but which, though they lend definiteness, do not 
always make for harmony. 


In an article on Diderot the ‘Times’ makes some ex- 
cellent points on the baser side of scepticism. In its higher 
aspect the function of scepticism by incessant denial and 
criticism is to destroy what is false. But there comes a 
time when the false having been destroyed, it is necessary 
to build up and construct. But the sceptic remains—the 
baser type at least. He 
tolerates an old affirmation because he knows by experience that 
it will not interfere with his comfort; but he hates a new one 
because he does not know how uncomfortable it will make him. 
He is as hostile to the passion for truth as to the passion for 
righteousness, for both of these try to answer questions, and 
he likes to ask them only because he is sure they cannot be 
answered. The mechanical sceptic still enjoys 
slaying the slain, and winning easily victories that once were 
hard and glorious. He is brave against superstitions that no 
one now believes in, and against old evils which he does not 
recognise in a new form. 

Some of those who are continually assailing old theo- 
logical doctrines which no one whose opinion is worth con- 
sidering believes in any longer might reflect on the last 
two sentences in our quotation ! 

In ‘Thirteen Appreciations,’ by Principal Alexander 
Whyte (Oliphant, Anderson, and Ferrier, 3s. Gd. nef) we 
find some valuable studies of the lives of great religious 
teachers, writers, and mystics, including Santa Teresa, 
Jacob Behmen, Sir Thomas Browne, and William Law. We 
have in the past given considerable attention to the works 
of Jacob Behmen (or Bohmé), and we have noted with 
interest Principal Whyte's remarks on one who is generally 
considered the greatest of the mystics. Here, for instances 
is the author's comment on one of Behmen's central 
ideas :— 

Behmen’s teaching on human nature, his doctrine of the 
heart of man, and of the image of God in the heart of man, 
has a greatness about it that marks it off as being peculiarly 
Behmen's own doctrine. . . On every page of his, wherever 
you happen to open bim, Behmen is found te aching that God 
and Christ, heaven and hell, life and death, are in every 
several human heart. 

It is tremendously significant that every illuminated 
soul brings to earth some message of the Divinity of life, 

and finds the world intelligible only in the light of Deity. 
Science may discover in the universe evidences of Order 
and Purpose, Pootry may reveal Beauty, but Religion 
teaches us why they are there, 


“Tho Philosophy of Natural Science’ (The Christopher 
Press, Boston) is a book the title of which hardly harmonises 
with its contents. The author, Richmond L. Bishop, tells 
us that ‘the purpose of the School of Natural Science is 
to harmonise man with himself, with Nature, and thus to 
lead him to the bebolding of God.’ But surely this is the 
function not of natural science, but of religion and moral 
philosophy, However (to adapt Ciceros famous saying) 
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there is no disputing about names. The tone and spirit 
of the book are excellent, and appreciating the intensity 
of the author's vision of life we can readily excuse the 
amount of rhetoric which he offers in the name of Natural 
Science. He has a sense of the Infinite’ which merely 
requires regulating. 

The perception of the eternal verities, the unvarying 
principles of harmony, the blending and interpenetration of 
spirit and matter in Nature, the law of change, the phenomena 
of eternal progress through all forms, the perfect adaptation of 
all things to each other, of the one Power which lives in every 
atom and ceaselessly works towards the harmonious whole—the 

of these universal laws have [? has] not been evident 

— to the external scientist, academic philosopher or theolo- 

The barmonial philosophy of Nature's laws have [? has] 
recognised. 


Sot hewn, fally 


The above citation gives a fair idea of the style of the 
work. Its appeal is mainly to the intuitions, and the author 
writes throughout with a flowing pen; hence, no doubt, 
the little errors apparent here and there in the text. We 
say this in no carping spirit, but merely because we think 
fine truths are always worthy of the most careful expres- 
sion. That the author himself recognises this in the larger 
sense is shown by his many references to the beautiful 
forms of life, and in bis remark that the physical and the 
eee 
po sepe pc Acreage Nevertheless only 
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ry — 
‘The following cutting reaches us We should have been glad 
to give credit to the paper responsible for this eminently fair 
and reasonable paragraph, but no name has been furnished. It 
is apparently from The Daily Mirror 
It is a cariocs coincidence that with the election of Sir 
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Wallis will deliver an address at 
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A meeting of the Members and Associates of the Alliance will 
be held in the SALON or THE Royat Socrery or Barren 
ARTISTs, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall East, S. W. (near the National 


Gallery), on 


THURSDAY EVENING NEXT, DECEMBER lm, 
Wurd AN ADDRESS WILL BE GIVEN BTY 
MISS EDITH K. HARPER 


‘Ww. T. STEAD AND HIS WORK 
FOR SPIRITUALISM.’ 


— 


The doors will be opened at 7 o’clock, and the meeting will 
commence punctually at 7.30. 


Admission by ticket only. Two tickets are sent to each 
Member, and one to each Associate. Other friends desiring 
to attend can obtain tickets by applying to Mr. E. W. Wallis 
Hon. Secretary, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C , accompanying th 
application by a remittance of Is. for each ticket. 


Meetings will also be held on the following Thursday 
evenings :-— 


1914 
Jan. S— Rev. Arthur Chambers on ‘Some of my Ministerial 


Experiences as to what Spiritualism has done to Bright 
Human Life.“ 
Jan. 22—Miss Edith Ward on Paracelsus —a Pioneer Occultist’ 
Feb. 5—Mr. George L. Ranking, B.A. (Cantab.), MECS, 
LRC. P. (Lond.), on Practical Issues of Spiritualism’ 
Feb. 19—Mr. Percy R. Street on Colour Therapy, its Practical 


March S—Social Meeting at the Arts Centre, 93 Mortimer: 
street, Langham-place, 
March 19 — LAV. H. Witley’ on Jeanne d'Arc: Her Visiow 7 


3 edi f The Occult Review’) 

ae 2 r ag ae tor of “The 4 
12 Me W. B. Yeats on Ghosts and Dreams? i 
y 7—Mr. Reginald B. Span on * My Psychical Experiences’ 


MEETINGS AT 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C 
Por THE STUDY or PSYCHICAL PHENOMENA. 
CLAIRVOYANCE —On Tuesday net, December 16th, Mm 
E. A. Cannock will give clairvoyant descriptions at 3 pm, oi 
no one will be admitted after that hour. Fee, ls. each to 4 
ciates ; Members free; for friends introduced by them, 2s e 
Psrcutc Crass.—On Thursday next, December 18th, a tran 
address will be given by Mr. Horace Leaf. 
Frrexsptxy Iwsrescournse — Members and Associates se 
invited to attend the rooms at 110, St. Martin’s-lane, on Friday — 


afternoons, from 3 to 4, and to introduce friends i 
in Spiritualism, for informal conversation, the exchange œ 


experiences, and mutual helpfalness 
Taxes wire A SPIRIT Costrrot.—On Friday nert, December 
19th, at 4 p.m, Mra M. H. Wallis, under spirit control, will reply 
to questions from the audience relating to life here and on ‘the 
other side, mediumship, and the phenomena and philosophy al 
Admission, ls ; Members and Associate 


Spiritualism generally. 
free. Mexuens have the privilege of introducing one friend & 


this meeting without payment Visitors should be 

with written inquiries of general interest to submit to the contril 
Students and inquirers alike will find these meetings especially 
useful in helping them to solve perplexing problems sad Ù 
realise the actuality of spirit personality. 

Srigtr Heatixsa.— Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays Mr 
on eae bee healing medium, will attend at the room 
of the London Spiritualist Alliance, 110, St. Martin’'s-lane, W. 

between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., for diagnosis by a spirit control 
magnetic healing. Application should be made to the Secretary. 


‘Ord Mooses Mori MESSENGER’ for — (peia h 


December 13, 1913.] 


A SEANCE WITH THE REV. SUSANNA HARRIS, 


A representative of t Licut,’ who was recently favoured with 
ssitting with this medium, writes as follows :— 

The ‘direct voice has always impressed me as being one of 
the most fascinating and evidential forms of psychic phenomena. 
That ‘the void’ should, so to speak, *plagiarise a heart and 
answer with a voice’ (slightly to misquote Tennyson) is in itself 
s sufficient appeal to the sense of wonder, but when the 
dee assumes the manner and accent of some departed friend, 

talks with us of familiar personal things, recalls forgotten 
incidents, and corrects us justly on questions of fact—all of 
which is constantly happening at séances for the ‘direct voice’— 
‘then the wonder grows amazing, and there is no easy escape from 
he conclusion which follows—the friend has actually spoken with 
= Under what conditions of difficulty and confusion the 
ommunication is established we can only dimly surmise. That 
are difficulties and elements of confusion is plainly 
dent in the many little problems that arise when, as some- 
happens, for example, the identity is only faintly revealed, 
eee at all, and we have only ‘a voice and nothing 


yhen 


one has attained the position of certainty on the 
ineness of the phenomenon in itself, these difficulties 
inquiry. Many of the questions that arise are 
brily disposed of—for the moment at least—by appeal 
communicators having special knowledge of the cir- 
under which the ‘ voice’ is produced. But even 
itie cannot satisfy us on all points. They, too, are 
me degree owing to the conditions set up by the 
etween the mind of the medium and the minds of 
Tt is a mental as well as a physical problem. 
sitting with the Rev. Susanna Harris, in company 
an well known for his long and wide experience 
manifestations of every kind and quality, the 
© which I have referred were decidedly in evi- 
voices were indubitable—sometimes two at once, 
J overhead, and the other near the ground—but 
onal identity were generally lacking. This was 
appointing, in view of what we had heard from 


tained. Happily for us that gloomy foreboding was 
There were voices in plenty, but they were 
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Mr. Rogers, she remarked, was not so much interested in that 
phase of the movement. ‘He was a philosopher.’ Which is 
true enough. 

Joe from the Rothesay circle’ paid us a visit, with some 
allusion, not easily followed, to ‘Pa’ and Ma Coates. Mrs. 
Annie Bright’ saluted me in cheery fashion, as a ‘fellow- 
writer,’ adding a friendly tap on the shoulder. ‘James Robert- 
son’ expressed his continued interest in the movement, and 
referred to the vision related to him by a medium he had visited 
some time before his demise. The vision had reference to some- 
one about to pass on, and was interpreted as betokening the 
transition of some prominent worker not clearly identifled. ‘I 
know now that it was meant for me, was ‘James Robertaon's' 
remark. All the speakers—or nearly all—spoke of great and 
striking evidences of spirit power shortly to be given to 
humanity. We in this world are a little blaf on the 
subject of great things to come, which is, perhaps, 
rather ungrateful in view of recent happenings — the 
last Presidential Address of the British Association (stated by 
one of the communicators to have been largely due to the 
influence of our ubiquitous friend, Mr. W. T. Stead), and the 
special interest in Spiritualism now being shown in newspapers 
and magazines. 

Harmony described the figure of a bearded seaman, one 
Captain Harris, who wished to thank Mrs. Everitt for her 
friendly attentions to his son Donald. That is a point on 
which information may be sought by those personally interested 
in the incident. 

“Mr. B. B. Hill’ said a few words, but he, too, was large and 
general in his remarks 

Throughout the séance was interesting, but the special 
object of our visit - the eliciting of clear, intimate, and convincing 
evidences of personal identity—was, to speak frankly, not 
attained. Whether this was due to the medium, the sitters, the 
communicators, or the psychic conditions which obtained on thst 


barren one. 


*LIGHT’ ‘TRIAL* SUBSCRIPTION. 


inducement to new and casual readers to become 
we will supply Liar for thirteen weeks, post free, 
‘trial’ subseription, feeling assured that at the 
period they will find that they ‘cannot do 


J 


sins of mankind, that 
who need to be reconciled to Him, not He who needs to 
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REMARKABLE MATERIALISATIONS UNDER 
TEST CONDITIONS. 


Baron Dr. von Schrenck-Notzing, one of Germany's greatest 
authorities on peychic science, and foremost student of the occult, 
has recently published a remarkable book entitled. Phenomena 
ol Materialisations’ in which he describes minutely the results 
of his four years’ experiences with two mediums for materialisa- 
tions As bis motto, he has chosen Faraday's well-known saying, 
‘Nothing is too wonderful to be true, and in his preface he 
recalls to his readers’ memory the historic utterance of Frederic 
the Great: ‘I seek truth and esteem it wherever I find it, and 
submit to it whenever it is shown to me. 

To this spirit of truth-seeking Dr. von Schrenck-Notzing has 
adhered faithfully throughout his long and laborious researches, 
regardless of adverse criticism, and in the face of much oppo- 
sition from anonymous persons who went so far as to employ 
private detectives to shadow one of the mediums and her com- 
panion. These agents were also directed to devote their energies 
towards discovering the name of the firm who was supposed to 
supply the usual paraphernalia euch as veils, muslin, plaster of 
Paris masks, and portraits of phantoms. Their efforts, however, 
proved fruitless, and the doctor had the satisfaction of knowing 
thet in this respect no charge of fraud could be brought forward. 
His sumerous critics adopted either s cynical or hostile attitude, 
or, tin some rare instances, a straightforward and well-inten- 


moiety. 
One particular chapter is devoted to an enumerstion of the 
various methods employed in psychic investigations and to facts 


He ewployed two medinms—Ewva C. and Stanislava P. The 
latter be bad under his own observation only for a few months, 
whilst the former sat for him from May, 1909, to June, 1913, 
For private reasons the doctor cannot divulge their full names. 


= 
= 
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every precaution was taken by the doctor and his co-investigators 
to guard against fraud. Indeed, we may my thst some of these 
precautions were of such s character as to be very objectionable. 
H certitude can alone be secured at euch cont then the price is 
too high a one to pay, even in the interest of science. The 
eabinet in which the medium eat was also carefully examined. 

At the first sitting when, after about half an hour's waiting, 


prevailing in the room, he could not distinguish whether it was 
a man or a woman. The medium was not visible during the 
few seconds of the phantorw's appearance. At subsequent 
sittings the identity of some of the phantoms could be 
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established. The late M. Bisson often manifested, soi vy 
immediately recognised not only by his widow, but by ber sa 
and some friends who had known him in life. As olis uw, 
phantom showed itself, or some other phenomenon took plan 
flash-light photographs were taken of it, which were mis 
quently developed, and in many instances conden 


enlarged. 

The book contains about a hundred and fifty highly i» 
teresting reproductions of these photographe One of the 
represents the enlargement of a head ; others either partially u 
fully developed heads, hands, arms, and full figures of , 
phantoms which appeared close to or above the medium ls 
one illustration a peculiar-looking hand appears stretching re 
Evas shoulder. The most striking of these photographs im, 
however, those which show some cloud-like, greyish-loking 
matter emanating froin various parts of the medium’s body, wl 
in some instances from her mouth. This materialised elses, 
which the doctor calls telapla-ma, has been observed to ule 
the shape of hands, faces, &c. 

On one of the plates Eva is seen sitting in the cabinet, be 
hands and feet being tightly grasped by two gentlemen sitting a 
either side of her just outside the cabinet, whilst the telaplan 
seems to be forming itself in her lap. Another plate shows the 
substance apparently suspended in the air, and only joined in he 
medium by a narrow strip of blackish matter protruding fna 
her mouth. On one occasion the telaplasma spread itself one 
Eva's black garment, which was afterwards sent to a chenial 
laboratory for physical and microscopical examination, the ren 
of which is minutely described by Dr. von Schrenck-Noteing 

The peculiar phenomenon of ‘telaplasma’ issuing from the 
mouth of the medium was also observed in the cam d 
Stanislava, a Polish girl, of eighteen years of age. Apparently 
rather backward as regards general education, she distinguished 
herself on the other hand by her amiability, frankness, honesty, 
and modesty, particularly by the last mentioned quality. Fa 
this reason one or two ladies had always to be present daring 
the sitting. Stanislava may be called a novice in mediumiig 
whilst Eva is the product of a careful educational system 

Like Eva, the Polish medium was clothed in a tight-fitting 
garment, but, in addition, her bead was enveloped in a vel, 
which was passed under her chin. One of the illustrations i 
specially clear one, represents her, to all appearance, in s dep 
trance, whilst the telaplasma issues from her mouth right 
through the veil, which, when afterwards examined, was [oul 
covered with a slimy substance at the exact spot where th 
matter had passed through it. 

As regards this curious phenomenon, Spiritualista— pu 
cularly those initiated into the mysteries of materialimtion— 
might naturally come to the conclusion that this telaplems 
was produced solely for the purpose of building up phanteas 
forms ; but this does not always seem to have been the case Os 
the two evenings when this veil phenomenon occurred, the ix 
vestigators succeeded for the first time in reprodacing on da» 
matographic films the entire process of the emanation and retara 
of the ‘telaplasma’ from and back into the mouth of the median 
without any phantoms having developed therefrom. 

In reference to this phenomenon Dr. von Schrenck-Noteing 
remarka that he is well aware that it may be suggested, 
and with some truth, that the medium may have sucked up 
with her tongue the ‘telaplasma,’ thus bringing it back to ber 
mouth and then swallowing it. The physiological pomibility 
of the correctness of this explanation cannot be denied, although 
the mouth of Stanislava was immediately examined and nt 
a trace of any slimy substance discovered. 

In any case, the successful experimenting with cinema 
graphic films in connection with materialisation phenome 
showa such a forward step in the methods of scientific ober 
vation of the phenomena that for this reason alone the doctor 
considers it of sufficient importance for publication. 

In summing up the various experiments Dr. von Sehrenek- 
Notzing discusses in an open-minded and impartial spirit the 
pros and cons of fraud theories which might be put forwarl. 
In so doing he amerts repeatedly that he has no other aim thas 
to serve science by truthfully recording those phenomena the 
authenticity of which he can vouch for, and that he leaves it 
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9 Jy to his readers to form their own independent judgment. 


He observes :— à ; 

The manifold wonders which are daily enacted before our 
ves follow certain fixed natural lawa, whilst prychic phenomena 
m to be outside these laws; at any rate, we have not yet been 
; to establish a connection between the two, and science has 
pot yet sufficiently advanced to assimilate these authentic results 
observation. It is true they are novel and apparently 
impossible, but this should be no reason to reject them entirely 
from the domain of facts Perhaps some fature investigator 
will think it worth his while to devote his energies to solving 
4 mediumistic problems, in which task my experiences may 
be of some use to him. 

But will he succeed in unravelling these strange riddles, or 
rill he finally ask with Johann Keppel: Does the entire visible 
world but exist to hide the powers of an invisible one, 

F. D. 


IMMORTALITY AND THE PROBLEM OF EVIL. 


pt for the book-reviews, which occupy the last two pages, 
he whole of the October number of the ‘Journal of the Ameri- 
ciety for Psychical Research’ is devoted to an article by 
ssor Hartley B. Alexander on Immortality and the Pro- 
of Evil’ Where the connection with psychical research 
mes in we have been puzzled to discover. The subject is 
d purely from a philosophical standpoint, though we admit 
dingly ably. 
3 genesis of the article seems to have been the receipt 
à e professor, at the gate of his University, of a paper pub- 
The Church of Humanity, Great Bend, Kansas; 
the title The Truth about God and Liſe. Beneath the title 
e words, ' Cheerful Greeting tu AIL This little messenger 
uted by the Church of Humanity to introduce its great 
c discoveries to all people, that God and souls are myths 
th the final cessation of conscious life, and to teach how 
' to look for the proof.’ That proof, according to the 
er, was found in the great forest fires of the North-West, 
et l adreds of men, women and children perished in the 
ö the forest which they were taught to believe had been 
d and grown for their special use.’ Wondering what 
there was in this for the ‘cheerful greeting,’ the pro- 
nd that the essence of the Evangel which the Kansas 
t forth was that it abolished superstitious fears, taught 
to trust himself and defined the possibilities of mortal 
vement and the worth of human life. The professor does 
! once proceed to combat this message. Instead he points 
ha it was the message of Lucretius, the loftiest of the 
poets, and goes on to devote page after page to a record 
fearful cruelties men have wrought at the bidding 
superstition. ‘Looking back over the course of human 
„we see half the action given over to needless or wanton 
tion of suffering.” ‘Is it not, he exclaims, ‘insane 
ion—nay, to be veritably pee of devils—to believe, 
an has hauntingly believed since the first glimmerings of 
tht were his, that human felicity, human success and 
reas, can be obtained only at the price of human agonies?’ 
have we outgrown the evil 7 
hen we consider the toilsome hours, the dark confinem 
hsome diseases, the stunted and warped physical an 
nnn 
N seems to me, say that the 
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wider and more inclusive Nature of which man's is only a minor 

incident we find “that it, as well ay man’s nature, di:plays a 

brutality that is nothing short of manifest diaboliem.’ The 

professor holds that in their efforts to escape the reality of 

evil, idealist and materialist, each in his own degree, fall into 

the like error. Each seeks salvation in an ute experience — 
an experience abwlately unsullie l, aheclately perfected, abso- 
lutely secure.” In Nature there is no perfect Beauty, and this 
from the very fact that Nature is alive’ and ‘Jife is action, 
change, conflict.’ Bo long as we regard God as the sort of being 
the absolute Idealista make of Him, Mr. Alexander thinks that 
the Kansas man's inference—that gols and souls do not exit 
is just. 

But defining Deity as the incarnation of a contending but not 
all-conquering Beauty and Righteousness in the midst of a Nature 
which is never wholly beautiful nor wholly righteous, defining it 
as that Cosmic Lile whose creative being is conditioned by its 
enveloping chacs, so defining Divinity there is not only no 
irrationality, but there is positive necessity for human faith 
in it. 

And he thus concludes :— 

Race after race, religion after religion, men have uplifted to 
human imagination the great symbol of a Love that can sicrifice 
for a Beauty that can redeem. And the image of a Man of 
Sorrows has become the image of that divinity in Nature of 
which human nobility is the only figure and in which man's life 
is his utter confession of faith. And if in this faith men have 
found a faith in a life eternal, that is only because our mortal 
mood compels this; for love is the love of Beauty and Beauty 
is the ideal and pattern of Life itself. ‘Wherefore love is of 
immortality.’ 


NEW YORK. 


ITEMS OF INTEREST FROM 


Br Anrnon L. Howanp. 


A few items from across the water may interest the readers 
of * Licut’ :— 

The New York newspapers united in paying a splendid 
tribute to the memory of Alfred Russel Wallace, although most 
of them ignored or tried to belittle his belief in Spiritualism. 
The Sun referred to his extraordinary, almost mystic, specu- 
lations on man’s place in the universe’ and his questionable 
conclusions with regard to Spiritism, while the Times spoke 
of his amazing dalliance with the Spiritualists,’ and remarked, 
‘Fancy Darwin or Lyell “examining” Spiritualism’ The 
amazing foolishness of this sort of comment, however, was offset 
by a fine article in the New York * Herald’ in which it was ssid 
that Alfred Russel Wallace ‘passed along undimmed the torch 
of light and power, and left to the world-worn and the weary 
the consolation of hope and the encouragement denied by the 
aby materialism of the age in which he sought the truth. 

Quite recently we had the pleasure of hearing Miss Estelle 
Stead at the hall of the Spiritual and Ethical Society, where the 
regular speaker is the inspired and gifted exponent of the Higher 
Spiritualism, Mrs Helen Temple Brigham. 

A prominent Baptist minister in this city recently referred 
to the Spiritualists as ‘a bunch of idiots’ and was sharply 
censured for his narrowness and ignorance by Miss Belle 
Cushman, president of the above-mentioned society. Miss 
Cushman remarks were dignified, pointed and well-chosen. 

Per contra, the Rev. John Haynes Holmes, pastor of the 
Church of the Messiah (Unitarian), paid a glowing tribute to 
the character and achievements of Alfred Russel Wallace, 
devoting a Sunday morning sermon to this subject. Mr. Holmes 
is an advanced thinker, a broad-minded man, and a brilliant 

„If there were more ministers like him there would be 
fewer empty churches His predecessor in the same pulpit, the 
Rev. Minot J. Savage, became an avowed Spiritualist. Of Mr. 
Holmes's views on this subject I know nothing, but I can safely 
advise English Spiritualists who may visit New York to go and 
hear him. First of all, however, they should attend the meet- 
ings of the Spiritual and Ethical Society at 142, West 125th- 
street, if they wish to ficd a spiritual oasis in this very material 
dosert.—Youra, &., 


New York, U.S.A. Aurnun L. Howanv. 


SeVeRAL communications intended for this issue are unavoid- 
ably held over until next week, 

Tun portrait of Vice-Admiral W. Usborne Moore, which 
appeared on page 598 of our issue for November 22nd, was 
from a photograph by Mesra. Elliott & Pry. We regret that 
an acknowledgment did not appear under the block. 
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THE TEST OF LAUGHTER. 


e takes nothing seriously’ is a form of complaint 
often heard against some particular person who fails to 
respond submissively to the advice of his friends or the 
teachings of experience. It may be that the accused person 
is joatly charged with frivolity of mind; but, again, it may 
not. It is possible to be both solemn and foolish. Indeed, 
we have observed that the existence of certain impostures 
is largely dependent on the seriousness of its victims, The 
quack and the charlatan thrive on the dulness of those they 
delade, They are well aware of the importance of being 


taken seriously, and find a laugh extremely disconcerting. 


‘They encourage gravity in their followers. Their mystery 
demands reverence and a high seriousness all the time. If 
they believe in their own nostrums (as some of them do), 
‘thon they are able sincerely to set an example of demure- 
noss, tompored, it may be, at times with a degree of pom- 
posity that is itself extremely laughable. It is an excellent 
policy so long as it remains part of the popular creed that 
Truth is a solomo and an awful thing, and that exaltation 
of soul is invariably accompanied by lowness of spirits. It 
wit one of a company of merry philosophers who stilled the 
gaiety of his companions with the remark, Let us be 
scrious\—bere comes a fool!’ He knew his world, Yet the 
world advances whatever may be said to the contrary. It 
would hardly be possible to-day for a man to pay with his 
lifo for smiling at a detected fraud. In the old days 


when bogus miracles were n feature in certain Continental 


churches, one of the worshippers, of more intelligence than 
tho rest, revealed by his amused expression that he had 
seon through the cheat. After which the Inquisition, with 
a holy horror of people who will not take things seriously, 
stepped in and protected the mysteries in its customary 
fashion. A 


When a great French dramatic critic slept through tho 
reading of a dull play, the author waxed indignant. ‘How 
can you give an opinion on my play if you go to sleep!’ he 
demanded. If the critic was unmannerly he was also witty. 
„Sleep is an opinion,’ he retorted. And so the man who 
Inughs at a subject may also be said to give an opinion. It 
may be a wrong opinion—very often it is. Yet why shonld 
wo be afraid of it} or angry! It might be well to examine 
the subject of his mirth, Something about our doctrine 
(whatever it may be) has struck him as comical. It may be 
that he has a perverted sense of humour, or (solemn 
thought !) perbaps we have taken ourselves too soriously, 
with the result that something grotesque has really creptin, 
and his merriment ia justified, In any case, it would be a 


LIGHT. 


[December 13, 1913, 


mistake to be indignant. If our truth be indeed a truth it 
can survive a smile—a jest will do it no lasting harm. It 
may even at last succeed in turning the laugh on the critic, 

But there is a deeper side to the matter. It was Emer 
son who found something extremely engaging in the good 
humour and hilarity of the class which he described as 
"heroic souls.’ And he wrote :— 

Sport is the bloom and glow of a perfect health. The great 
will not condescend to take anything seriously; all must be a 
gay as the song of a canary, though it were the building of 
cities, or the eradication of old and foolish churches and nations 
which have cumbered the earth long thousands of years. 

And why not? The man who has pierced to the realities 
may well hold all else at its true valuation—wealth and 
rank, the chief seats in the synagogue, the prices of stocks, 
and the last political crisis. He knows just what they are 
worth, and their relative importance measured by bis own 
scale of comparisons. He hears the world acclaim its geese 
as swans, and his laugh is a scathing criticism of the delusion. 
Those at whose expense his mirth is excited are apt to 
show angry resentment. Their wrath, they explain, is due 
to natural indignation against irreverence. It really pro- 
ceeds, we imagine, from a dim consciousness of having 
been found out, 

The darkness of ignorance is favourable to the growth 
of many unwholesome forms of life and thought. But they 
are more easily to be eradicated than the weird shapes that 
flourish in the atmosphere of a dull and pompous pedantry, 
It is a heavy atmosphere. Lacking the daylight of the 
laughing world, the corrective influences of a sense of 
humour—which in essence is a sense of proportion—the 
philosophies that grow up in it become lopsided and un. 
natural. Those who follow them, however, are very certain 
of the truth of their doctrines, for, as they will tell you, 
they explain so many problems, and fit so closely into the 
scheme of life. And certainly there is something to be said 
for this point of view. The doctrines—whatever they may 
be—ave true, that is to say, they are true to the conditions 
in which they were generated, like the fungus and the 
stalactite. They explain problems of life, too, because they 
were carefully fabricated to fit the problems, and by the 
same token fit (in some fashion) into the scheme of things, 
We once heard of a strange fish of unearthly shape, When 
young it had become entangled in the roots of a trea 
beneath the surface of the water, and as it grew, a captive 
in a confined space, it was forced out of its natural shape, 
It was a great curiosity to the Thames angler who captured 
it, It was a true fish and it fitted its place in the scale of 
creation, but it was neither natural nor beautiful. We let 
the parable speak for itself. 

We prefer the philosophies that grow in the sunshine 
and the free air, living growths related vitally and organic- 
ally to the world of Nature. They are continually expand 
ing, unlike the pieces of mechanism carefully put together 
in the study as the product of much intellectual ingenuity, 
and designed to ‘explain the universe,’ which is always too 
large for such explanations. The mechanical boat is an 
interesting toy, but we prefer the swan. It is more natural 
and—it is alive, 

We have never felt an overmastering desire for a final 
explanation of all we see. We are content to unfold 
naturally with the unfolding of the life about us, confident 
that the solutions as they present themselves will reveal 
the goodness which is at the heart of all things, Wo find 
that the truth tends to sparkle and flash rather than to 
gloom and glower. It never moves with a ponderous troad, 
but rather with an elfin lightness, When it appears in 
thundercloud and storm there is something wrong with our 

moral atmosphere. It is heavy, and lacks equilibrium, 
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SCIENCE AND MYSTICISM. 


By Tun Rev. J. TyssuL Davis, B.A. 


ress delivered to the Members, Associates and friends 


d 
d n Spiritualist Alliance on Thursday evening, 
December 4th, at the Salon of the Royal Society of British 
Artists, Mr. H. Withall, vice-president, in the chair. 


Tux CHAIRMAN, in introducing the speaker, said: We shall 
jave the pleasure of listening to-night to an old friend who on 
oral previous occasions has delighted us with the lectures he 
jas given to the Alliance. He comes to-day from the other side 
d Yorkshire, which shows his kindly feeling towards us, for at 
this time of the year people are not always anxious to travel long 
distances, Whatever subject he takes, his addresses are marked 
fy the enthusiasm and the evidence of thoroughness and re- 
garch which characterise many of his fellow-countrymen. This 
mibject of ‘Science and Mysticism’ is rather a puzzle to us on 
account of the looseness with which both words are now used. 
According to some people, ‘mysticism’ includes astrology, 
pilmistry, and kindred subjects which had nothing to do with 
the old mysticism. As I conceive it, the word was used 


W signify the realisation of the oneness of yourself 
wih the Divine, The word ‘science, again, is now 


wed in a strange way, ‘Science,’ as conceived of by the 
stion of the scientific world represented by Sir Ray Lankester, 
who is willing to advance in one direction only, is quite different 
from Science as represented by Sir Oliver Lodge and Sir William 
Crookes, who say, in effect, ‘Let us follow any road provided 
that it is such as shall appeal to a scientific trend of mind.’ It 
is the prosecution of scientific research in the direction such men 
have taken that will bring Spiritualism into the category of 
er Sciences. Sir William Crookes has just been elected Pre- 
sident of the Royal Society, the greatest honour that can be 
7 by the world of science. I believe that honour has 
been long delayed on account of the interest he has taken in our 
subject. I feel that it is the Royal Society that ought to be con- 
‘Watulated even more than Sir William Crookes, because their 
ent has at last overcome their prejudice. The King had 
given him the highest honour that was in his power to give, the 
Order of Merit, and now the Royal Society has bestowed on him 
its own highest honour. I am sure we shall listen with great 
P and profit to Mr. Tyssul Davis's ideas regarding the 
Telation that exists between science and mysticism, (Applause) 
Mu. Davis said: The days in which we live are regarded by 
all reflecting observers as being extraordinarily stirring. But 
We are all very much in the dark concerning the Hand that 
stirs, Everything seems to be thrown into the melting-pot. 
All ideas, faiths, customs, conventions, codes—torn from their 
Ancient Secure settings in the fierce desire to grasp this sorry 
‘theme of things entire, to shatter it to bits and then remould 
it nearer to the heart's desire. Nothing is stable—except one 
‘thing, And that is the seat in which the mystic sits; for it is 
‘Miortised and tenoned in granite, fixed in the everlasting bed- 
Tock of unchanged and changeless reality. From that secure 
Position he looks out with large, dispassionate, yet compassionate 
gaze upon the world, untroubled by its fret, fever and ferment. 
For he knows this restless tumult is inevitable in every stage of 
transition, that by the old order changing, yielding place to new, 
doth God fulfil Himsolf in many ways, lest one good custom 
thould corrupt the world. He knows, as the Buddha taught, 
h decay is inherent in all component things ; that dissolution 
tiles over all material and phenomenal existence ; that the 
ble world, yea, and the universe itself, is a huge phantom, 
to fade and vanish, leaving not a wrack behind, when 
the Dreamer who dreamed it into palpable and tangible appear- 
=. awakes and rubs his eyes and laughs it back into the limbo 
5 In a general sense, mysticiam is a recognition of the 
cy and illusoriness of the material world, and in its 
her sense an attempt to come into communion with the 
reality, the spiritual life behind the universe. 
ee wos a time when men who gripped the rock or held 
branch or devoured huge chunks of flesh felt that, whatever 
those things were real and substantial. The biped 
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the min, and other things, thought and will, were only the 

twitchings and vibrations of these. Forty years ago scientific 

men saw in matter the promise and potency of every form of 

terrestrial life. That is not the modern point of view, the 

modern temper. And why has science changed from its 

materialistic attitude? Why are some of the foremost scientific 

men accepting a spiritual interpretation of the universe? Why 
are the philosophers, Whose early training in science (as in the 
case of Bergson) might be expected to bias them in the opposite 
direction, bringing their disciples to the very threshold of 
mysticism? Why is vitalism, the theory of a directive and 
controlling intelligent principle, so prominent to-day among 
biologists ? 

Science has been driven into this position by its own deeper 
discoveries. The theory based on the slender knowledge is 
being corrected by the firmer and wider knowledge. Foremost 
in securing this change have been the results of investigations 
in the more subtle regions of electricity and the constitution of 


new substances like radium. A great god called Matter’ has 


Rev. J. Tyssct Davis, BA. 


The Rev. J. Tyssul Davis, B.A. is a graduate of London 
University, who took a post-graduate course in the Humanities at 


Oxford, and in Science at the University of Wales. His training 


confirms the belief that there is no conflict between the truths of 
material science and those of spiritual experience. His mission is 
that of reconciler of the diverse fields of human knowledge, 
student of Comparative Religions, he sees that all the great world- 
religions are so many forms of the One Religion. So that he has 
not found it inconsistent to be a minister of a Christian congrega- 
tion, and again the President of a Buddhist College. He will not 
accept the label of any sect or denomination, but as a servant of 
tho Church Universal he has had several charges among Liberal 
Christians and Unitarians. A Welshman by birth, he shares in the 
ardont idealism and mystic sympathies that characterise many of 
He is the friend of all unpopular movements. 


Asa 


his race, 


thereby been utterly overthrown. In the everlasting flux, one 
felt secure of yore in the indestructibility of atoms—those * solid, 
massy, hard, impenetrable, movable particles—so very hard as 
never to break to pieces, of which matter was composed, Men 
might pass into the nothingness, dynasties might fall, civilisa« 
tions crumble, nations pass away, but there remained for ever 
and ever—grit! The dear little faithful atom! And now he 
even is gone, 

He could not stand the strain of modern research. He quite 
broke up under it. At first he was terribly reduced—to about 
one one-thousand-seven-hundredth of his former bulk. For the 
mass of the constituent corpuscles of matter or electrons is 
said to be in that relation of mass to the atom of hydrogen. 
And then it was seen that from whatever substance you got 
these small bodies, in the form of electrons they were always 
the same, so that the distinction between chalk and cheese, the 
cells of a saint’s finger and a sinner’s, was totally destroyed. 
And now these electrons, in their turn, what became of them ? 
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They were further reduced. They became knota or twists in the 
ether, And this other, what ie it? A vast invisible, inaudible, 
intangible something. In the midat of the ocean of space, 
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still, while it ia plunging with terrific velocity through one, 
We see it flat, but it is not. We see the rose pink, but the colour 
iy not in the rose, but in uy We seem to feel with tho finger, 


everywhere pervaded by this incomprehensible medium, which 
fo itself ia still and silent and cold, an abyam of the unseen 
there, in that ahoreles, unplumbed sea, science haa left us, 
swallowed in vastness, lost in silence, drowned in the deeps ! 
Nothing there of a leviathan's mane upon which the sense 
can grasp, and yet—we are told, that, though we are unaware 
of ita presence, the ether is the most substantial thing in the 
universe. Compared with lead it is as dense again as lead is 
denser than a vacuum. So massive is it that the worlds of 
apace, planete and star systeme, all lighter objects, float in it, 
like corka in water. And though in ita undifferentiated, im- 
material condition it offers no resistance to our hand, it is 
{nconceivably powerful. It ie the most powerful agent known, 
for it is calculated that in every cubic millimetre of space there 
is stored away an amount of energy equal to the energy of a 
million horse-power electric station working continuously for 
forty million years. Stored away in a gigantic storehouse it 
holds this superabandant energy, this infinite force. But when 
the Mind that understands awakes it, seo how it responds. The 
zun disturbs it, and we are made aware of the everlasting 
miracle, the Birth of Light. Or the apirits of the air play with 
its batterier, and we have the arcs and curtains and coronas of 
Aurora Borealis, or the zig vag of the lightning; or a human 
investigator stumbles on one of its processes and we have the 
destructive F-rays of Signor Ulivi and of Keeley, Through it 
sgain the zun lays hold upon the earth. For through it is 
communicated the gigantic pull of gravitation. George Mathe- 
wm mang O Love, that will not let me go.’ Science measures 
that foree. The pull of gravitation is a mightier force, it mys, 
than what u million million steel rods, each seventeen feet in 
diameter, could stand. So clow He holds us, in our earth- 
home, by the streams of whose love the numberle worlds are 
watered and fed, 
Walesa, then, by removing the very basis of materialism, by 
bel open to an alliance with mysticism, It will still go on, 
bot practical purposes, taking for granted the reality of the 


natural phenomena and of the relations between them,’ 
does recognise now that this is only a part of human knowledge, 
and that Science is the whole body of human knowledge. There 
is a Knowledge that comes through unreasoned intuitions, 
through the imagination of the creative artist, through the 
pious ri Nene af the devotee. 
Nor lew I deem that there are Powers 


That we can feed? this of ours 
a wie 
y a Wordsworth believed. 
Again, according to Browning, who is it, amid the obscuritica 
4 Ute, who obtains clear light 7 
* God has a few of us whom He in the ear ; 


f Tha rest may reason and welcome : 


And in scientific research iuaalf, ‘it would be dificult (cays 
Targon) to cita a blologienl discovery due to pure reasoning,’ 
W. live in a day when growing recognition is made of the 


baing discredited. ‘The universe is too big to be 
the Athanasian Creed, or the Synthetic Philosophy, 
of the Universe The humbler man of science 
to-day is more willing to face the inconvenient facta left out of 
cxgulaanee hy Herbert Spencer and Haeckel, ‘Boeing is believ- 
ing! ‘all know ie phenomena’ mid the thinkers of 
former generations The intellect de charncterised bya natural 
to comprehend life’ criss the r 
old teat that saing is believing. space 
ety we te Sealy thick with the 
most substantial thing in the universe, We seo the sky blue 
and like an upturned bowl, but that san optical illusion, We nee 
the sun apparently rise and set. We seo the earth apparently quite 


whereas we really touch, smell, hear, seo with something resident 
in the brain. We do not sce a tree, or a man walking it la 
matter of inference, Old-fashioned theologians once denounced 
telescopes and microscopes a4 ‘atheistic innovations whieh 
perverted our organ of sight and made everything appear ins 
false light,“ They should have gone farther and repudiated the 
organ itself, We never sce with the cye nt all ; we see through 
it. What ia secing, after all, but a quiver in us, answering os 
quiver communicated from something without us? It thrills 
you thrill, but how far is that from knowing it? You of course 
only know it by becoming it. Emerson relates what a painter wld 
him, that nobody could draw a tree without in some wrt 
becoming a tree, entering into its nature. So you do not make 
acquaintance with the rose by touching, or smelling, or gazing at 
it, except very indirectly. You get to know it by direct com. 
munion, by coming face to face with the soul of the rosebud, and 
then you would perhaps see, as the sane Greek always supposed, 
that the rose is not a thing of twigs and thorns and petals at all, 
but a beautiful Dryad, a being with shimmering hair and eyes 
like the summer sky, whose language is a constant singing. 

And yet the material rose tree while it lasts bears a very 
essential relation to the Dryad who animates it, For ‘of the 
soul the body form doth take’ (as Spenser, the Elizabethan 
poet, sang), ‘For soul is form, and doth the body make.’ And 
that is why a sympathetic study of forms fills the student with 
an admiration, a rapture they are not sufficient in themselves to 
account for. In them one touches the hem of His garment, who 
had laid them under a beautiful necessity ; they are embossed 
jewels on the shekinah of the holy presence. The life in them, 
of one essence and quality with the life in us, reaches out hands 
to grasp ours; their heart-beat throbs and ours makes answer, 
Therefore— 

If any flower shall breathe for thee 

A fragrant message from its pencilled urn; 

If spring airs glad thee; if the sunset bring 
Into thine eyes the tears of solemn joy; 
If any radiant passion come to make 
Existence beautiful and pure to thee ; 
If something deepest in thee wake 
To a dim sentiment of mystery 
Ponder such ministrations, and be sure 
Thou bast been touched by God, 

Oh, human heart! 


(To be continued.) 


BODY, SOUL, AND SPIRIT. 


Every now and then dispute arises as to the actual meaning 
of the worda ‘spirit’ and ‘soul’ and their true relationship to 
each other. So far as we can judge, we have not soen a better 
definition from the scriptural viewpoint than that given by the 
Rev, Edward Hicks, D.D, P. C. I., in his work ‘The Li 
Hereafter.’ After quoting Si, Paul's worda, I pray God 
whole spirit aud soul and body be preserved blameles 


the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ (I. Thes, v. 23), he aa 
The three Greek terms, oa, body; Yuxh, A 
he material organtan 


spirit, denote respectively t 
el Pa or animating principle, and the highest 
which looks upward God, 


a 
inspiration, ‘pren 
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ude, in the former E 
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wo read of n t sophia’ or wisdom which is not from 
put is ‘earthly, sensual, devilish’ The term * sensual! 
ig the word ‘psychic’ over again, and is explained in R V. 
margin by ‘natural’ or ‘animal.’ It is exactly the same in the 
passage in Bt. Jude (verse 19) ; these are they who make separa- 
ions, eee (psychic), having not the spirit (pneuma). 

Spiritualiats generally regard spirit as the innermost, the 
real self, or ego, and soul as synonymous with the spiritual body. 
Dr. Hicks uses the word ‘psychic’ in the scriptural sense, but 
itho now come to have a different meaning. It ia generally 
employed by Spiritualists and psychical researchera to denote 
the soul powers belonging to man, and has reference to those 
experiences which come under the general terms psychometric, 
dairandient, clairvoyant, or clairsentient, It has to do, there- 
fore, with the woul, in the sense in which that word is frequently 
employed, viz, the spirit self and the spirit body; or the 
mirits perceptions, relationships, and modes of manifestation, 
in association with the psychical body here in ita transcurporeal 
wlivities and associations, and in the after-death state. 
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A RECTOR VISITED BY A ‘DEAD’ WOMAN. 


t In ‘The Daily Mirror’ of December 3rd it is stated that 
a London rector, preaching on Sunday, November 30th, related 
temarkable experience of his own which had occurred the 


EA in a famous square. On ringing the bell he was admitted 
by the footman, who informed him that Mr. — had just gone 
* to dinner, But, said the rector, ‘I heard he was very ill.’ 
3 footman assured him that Mr. — was perfectly well. The 
) f stor reopened the door to obtain an explanation from the lady, 
Ri taxi and lady had both disappeared. Just then Mr. —— 

mle’ came to the door, and the rector explained matters as 
well as he could. Mr. — asked the clergyman to dine with 
him, which he did, and after dinner his host confessed to him a 

rain great wrong and received absolution, Mr. —— promised 
attend the early service at the church the next morning, and 
Tector departed, As Mr. —— did not attend the service, the 
revisited the house, when to his astonishment he saw that 
‘the blinds Were all drawn. The butler informed him that Mr.—— 
had died in the night. Asking permission to see the body, the 
Tector was ushered into what appeared to be a dressing-room, 
f where he saw a large photograph facing him. ‘Why,’ ssid he, 
“that is the lady who brought me here last night.’ ‘No sir,’ said 
the butler, ‘that is impossible, that is the portrait of Mr. ——'s 
mother, who died quite twenty years ago.’ 

Commenting on the above story, Mr. J. E. Moss writes :— 
It seems that here we have an attested case of a most 
remarkable character, and that the circumstances should be 


Previous week. Briefly it is as follows; One evening a heavily 
veiled young lady, who appeared greatly agitated, was shown 
nto his study. She told him that a certain Mr.—— was dying, 
lim was in urgent need of absolution, The rector had never 
72 d the name, but he accompanied the lady in a taxi to a large 
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‘THE PHILOSOPHY OF NATURAL SCIENCE.’ 


A delightful little book, entitled The Philosophy of Natural 

Reience,’ ia before me. It is written by Richmond L. Bishop, 
a healer who is doing good work in Boston, and seems to be one 
of the many attempts to wet up a rival to Christian Science. 
Mr. Bishop's ideas are poetically expremed, and are somewhat 
reminiscent of our own, and alu the New Thought literature. 
But hia conception of Science is as vague as that of Mre. Eddy, 
and he rather spoils his case by pitching his claims wo high. 
He says that, like St. Paul, he was taken up into the seventh 
heaven for his inspiration! This raises an important question 
which demands a word of general application. 

The world has abundance of high teaching which it will take 
generations for it to come abreast of, understand, and translate 
into action, It will take it another fifty years to grasp fully the 
heat of the teaching given by Spiritualists, As I explained in my 
articles on “Spiritualism as Social Saviour,’ contributed to these 
columns some time ago, Andrew Jackson Davis gave the solution 
of our Labour and Industrial troubles which, had it been practi- 
cally applied, would have saved us all the recent terrible Labour 
wars and their resulting intense misery and suffering We 
should have had everything organised on co-operative and 
profit-sharing principles, and the workers would have been their 
own capitalista And all thie might have been brought about 
with no political agitation and very little Governmental action— 
action which is so costly in piling up rates and taxes, and which 
threatens to strangle us under a tyranny of red tape. In every 
department of human activity, scientific, philosophical, and 
religious, we have stores of golden thoughts which we are 
not yet big enough to assimilate and utilise. Even the thought 
of the Second Sphere, as given by our best seers, is from 
fifty to one hundred years ahead of the great bulk of humanity ; 
and the thought of still higher spheres would probably be 
beyond the comprehension of the inhabitants of the Second 
Sphere; and would leave us bewildered. So all claims to give 
the teaching of the higher planes may be set aside as premature. 

Mr. Bishop does well to emphasise once again the inestimable 
gain which comes from getting in tune with the Infinite, par- 
taking in all ita potentialities and powers, and attaining health and 
harmony. He gives us a string of pearls of thought, charm- 
ingly expressed and stimulating and uplifting to the last degree. 

Life has undreamed-of possibilities, This is but the thres- 
hold of immortal eternal development. The spheres of our 
future home are wonderful in their perfection, and are con- 
stantly giving of their love and goodness to inspire the burdened 
or sorrowful lives in this expression, and help all humanity in 
its efforts to rise above the material restrictions and understand 
the purpose of existence and the unity and harmony that is in 

all Nature. The milestones of life are engraved by indelible 
thoughts. 

In conclusion, he gives the practical advice to still the tumult 
of thought, shut out disturbing material elements, open the 
windows of the soul to the divine inflow of health-giving and 
uplifting forces, and realise God's love ; then, by powerful and 
persistent auto-suggestion, to affirm that we are all we would 
wish to be, that we have all we would wish to have, and so work 
these creative thoughts into the innermost fibres of our being, 
that we shall become conscious partakers in all the divine attri- 
bates, and enter into our heritage as veritable children of God. 

* E. Wake Cook. 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST. 


We have now received copies of the little book by Mr. W. H. 
Evans, containing his able articles on ‘Spiritualism : A Philo- 
sopby of Life.’ It is bound in cloth, gold lettered, and can be had, 
post free, for 1s. 2d. from Mr. F. W. South, ‘Liaxt,’ 110, St. 
Martin’s-lane, W.C. Societies or individuals desiring quantities 
can be supplied at the rate of 9s. 7d. per dozen copies (thirteen 


as twelve), carrisge paid. 


Mr. W. J. Colville’s many friends will be pleased to learn 
that he is about to pay a flying visit to England and will be 
staying here during January next. He will probably arrive 
about the 22nd inst. and will spend Christmas with friends at 
Brighton. Arrangements will be made for Mr. Colville to 
lecture during January at 110, St. Martin's-lane, and full 
particulars will be given in our next issue. 


Speaking at the annual dinner of the Royal Society Sir 
William Crookes, the newly-elected President, said: ‘How extra- 
ordinary it is that we have not yet realised that conceivability 
is not the limit of possibility—that the true opposite of belief 
in a theory or a fact is not disbelief, but doubt, uncertainty, 
suspension of judgment.’ That is just it So many persons 
deny the reality of spirit manifestations, and regard them as 
impossible, simply because they cannot conceive how a spirit can 
exist, or how a spirit, if it does exist can produce physical 
phenomena Surely, the right attitude is, as Sir William 
Crookes implies, suspension of judgment and further investigation. 


We are pleased to observe in the reports which reach us 
from the London societies as well as those from the provinces 
that ‘large audiences’ seem to be the rule of late at most of 
the Sunday evening services. There can be no doubt that 
there is 4 great increase of public interest in Spiritualism all 
over the country. 


Spiritualism has at last been heard of in St. Paul's Cathedral. 
It was denounced by Canon Newbolt, on Sunday afternoon last, 
as being one of the characteristics of all ages of decadent faith. 
So, apparently, this is an age of decadent faith. If so, the only 
conclusion we can draw is that the custodians of that faith have 
failed in their trust. Can it be because the signs aud wonders’ 
promised to them that believe’ have not accompanied their 
ministry? Canon Newbolt seems to have more faith in the 
success of Satan than in the service of God’s ministering angels. 
A sign of a decadent faith, indeed ! 


Mr. J. Bronterre Tetlow sends us a pamphlet containing his 
address on ‘Psychical Self-Culture,’ delivered to the Liberty 
Group of the Glasgow Spiritualist Association on October 12th 

To summarise Mr. Tetlow's conclusions, we may say that 
the habits needed for psychic expression are, in his judgment : 
that we must realise that our life is a whole and must be 
expressed as a whole and not sectionally ; that we must do our 
own thinking in regard to the problems of life; and that we 
must cultivate our own sympathies. Having learned these facts 


and acquired these 


pages for entering engagemen e 
himself calls our attention to an amusing printers blunder in 


the list of ‘ Feasts, Anniversaries, &c., for 1914-15, where, by 
an accidental transposition, Good Friday is announced to occur 
on Thursday and Friday respectively and New Year's Day on 
April 10th and 2nd. The Diary is issued from the offices of the 
8. N. U., 30, Glen Terrace, Clover Hill, Halifax, at 6d, in cloth 


of not leas than a dozen (which may, however, be 
Ds. and 10s. per dozen post free. 


and 1a, in leather, and can be obtained by societies in — 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 
Time. 
Sin, — There are only two times—the past and the future, 
The present is but a point, without dimensions, that divides the 


one from the other ; and the future is born of the past as ines. 
orably as the oak is born of the acorn and not of the beech mast, 
Therefore, anyone who can correctly read the past can correctly 
read the future in so far as future events can be correlated with 
and be seen to spring from the past. Those who know the true 


meaning of Karma clearly understand this.—Yours, &., 
H 


The Brontes. 

Str,—I was delighted with the grand little poem by 
E. Brontë that appeared in ‘Licur.’ I regard the Brontes asa 
family of unappreciated geniuses. Mrs. Gaskell, in her Life of 
Charlotte Brontë, gives us a vivid and interesting account of 
their literary struggles. Surely prophets are without honour 
until they have crossed the border; then a grudging, tardy 
recognition is vouchsafed them. When, oh when, shall we 
have spiritual insight here, piercing the earthly guise that 
shrouds the angel? In consideration of the enclosed extracts 
the poem is prophetically grand! Thanking you for your kind 
consideration of my letters—Yours, c., 

E. P. PRENTICE 

Sutton. 

Extract FROM ‘Lire or C. Bronte’ ReoArpine Esitys 
Last ILLNESS, 

‘One Tuesday morning in December she rose and dressed 
herself as usual, making many a pause, but doing everything for 
herself. She would suffer no one to assist her. The servants 
looked on and knew what the catching, rattling breath and the 
glazing of the eye too surely foretold ; but she kept at her 
work. She is gone after a short, hard conflict. She died 
in a time of promise. On windy nights cries and sobs and 
wailings seemed to go round the house, as of the dearly-loved 
(sisters) striving to force their way to her (Charlotte).’ 

THE Orp Srorc. 


Riches I hold in light esteem 
And love I laugh to scorn, 

The lust of fame was but a dream, 
That vanished with the morn, 

And if I pray, the only prayer 
That moves my lips for me 

Is, ‘Leave the heart that now I bear 
And give me liberty !’ 


Yes, as my swift days near their goal, 
"Tis all that I implore ; 
In life and death, a shameless soul, 
With courage to endure. 
Emily Brontë 


Next Week's Light.“ 

Str,—I write to tell you how charmed I am with ‘ A Sugges- 
tion’ (on page 576) for the coming Christmas. I will certainly 
order several copies, for I know of more than one bereaved 
mother to whom Christmas is, at present, a time of dread, so I shall 
eagerly look to see you respond to ‘a suggestion, for I feel sure 
numbers will appreciate the idea.—Yours, &., EEA 5 

. RANT. “a 


[The suggestion referred to by our correspondent was that o 
Christmas number should contain messages of solace and 
comfort, and that our readers should send copies to tho 
persons to whom they would be especially helpful. It was 
further suggested that for this purpose we should h 
ready as a supplement to ‘Lior’ small forms 
Christmas greetings from :? to —————’ p 
on them, and that on receipt of the requisite instru 
and stamps these should be posted with the paper 
persons whose addresses are sent to us for this purpose 
are quite prepared to do our part, as suggested above, an 
only await the necessary instructions from our readers, 
price for each copy sent in this way will be twop 
post free.—Ep. ‘Ligur. | i 


The ‘Need of a Defence League in U.S.A." 
Sm,—I read with deep interest your remarks in“ 
Interest“ relative to the above, and would be pleased 
our co-workers across the water in any humble way 
Every month adds evidence of the growing 
the League in our own land, and I am sure that th 
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i 
Spiritualism over yonder could speedily enroll a 
zealous defenders. If any brother or sister speaker, 


1 willing-to-be-of-service adherent abroad 
with me, he or she may rest assured of a 


antatives of 
bnd of able, 
wolium, or genera 
would communicate 


r return mail. É >. 
ghan up here, indliſterence and open hostility are giving 


place to warm co-operation, last week witnessing the enrolling of 
a once sturdy opponent. Thus light filters through, and the 
need for a united front to the attack becomes daily more appa- 
— * &e. 
— Son James LAWRENCE, Hon. See. 
Spiritualists’ National League of Defence. 
387, Shields-road, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


‘Spirit’ and ‘Soul.’ 

Sm, Very often while reading * Lint’ I find that there 
appear to be differences of opinion with regani to the terms 
‘Spirit’ and ‘Soul’ and their applications. Some writers seem 
to regard the terms as synonymous, while others differentiate 
between them. 

All that the phenomena of Spiritualism can warrant is a 
belief in the existence of a something, call it ‘Spirit’ or ‘Soul,’ 
which survives the body’s disintegration. This can be scientifi- 
cally proved, but whether man is a trinity in compound is, I 
think, an open question, and one that has to be scientifically 
proved before it is taken for granted as an established fact. The 
existence of the soul apart from the spirit is, in my opinion, 
purely conjectural. Anyhow, should I be misinformed in my 
statements, I should be obliged to any reader who will correct 
me and prove the existence of the soul as separate from the 
pirit.—Vours, &c, 


Max GITTLESON. 
[We would refer Mr, Gittleson to the article on page 596.—Ep, 
Liar.“ 


Was it a Dream?’ 


n correspondent, Winifred S. Smith, November 
> (page 538), asks whether anyone else could give a similar 
‘experience to hers. I may say that I have had practically 
identical experiences on two occasions, with the addition of 
tually seeing our little dog (a Maltese). She was twelve years 
ppc, and the cause of her passing was a tumour, Like your 
correspondent, I was awakened by a pressure and movement 
. my chest, and there I beheld our little pet, full of life, 
eyes sparkling and almost bursting with joy. I stroked her 
naar and patted her for some little time (perhaps two or three 
minutes), and in return she licked my face most fondly and 
+ ed her tail. She was as tangible to me as flesh is to flesh, 

4 as visible as ever she was in life. To me these were not 
| Creams, but positive realities I may also mention that on one 
K casion I awoke my wife and said to her, Look, here’s Floss!“ 
E by 1 5 time she was really awake our pet had vauished.— 


ours, F. 
J., Bouthcot-place, Bach. r 


_ aud 


Are Efficient Speakers and Mediums Needed? 


„ Su. —L am glad to see that the question of the remuneration 
en has been brought before the readers of Licut,’ 
Spiritualism has become a Cause which is forcing its claims 
One can hardly pick up a magazine ora weekly 

it is not mentioned. Not only in our own 
tinent, Spiritualists are beginning to be 
and their claims are listened to with 
platform work improved to 


* 
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literature of all religions, must study science and philosophy, 
must know how to deport himself or herself in the society 
of persons in all stations of life, must never be tired or 
weary, must be able to take long journeys across the 
country in all weathers, and at the end address an audience 
and sometimes give clairvoyant descriptions at an after 
meeting, and all this for 5s. a Sunday, or even less, for I have 
seen advertisements offering mediums a fee of 2s. Od. for Sunday 
services! Is it any wonder that mediums who have talents in 
other directions and possess any courage drop out of the move- 
ment? During my short experience I have known at least six 
good workers who have been lost to our cause because of the 
lack of support. We have a scientific and philosophic religion 
that can satisfy the spiritual and intellectual needs of all, but 
we must have an educated ministry to expound it if we are to 
win thoughtful, truth-seeking minds We have not only a 
living communion with the spirit world but a key to unlock 
all mystery. The time is past for merely breaking down 
the old theology. That process is now going on within. 
We must lead the way in the work of reconstruction of the 
temple of truth and show the thoughtful people that we have 
a spiritual science that will help them into the light of know- 
ledge, a philosophy of life that will inaugurate true brotherhood, 
and a religion which will lead them into the very Kingdom of 
Heaven. But this cannot be achieved under present conditions. 
Speakers and mediums must at least be assured of a decent 
house to live in and of time to study, time to rest and to 
recuperate, if they are to be equal to the demands made upon 
them and to render the efficient service which the honour of 
our cause demands. —Yours, Ke., 
A. Vour PETERS 


The Spiritualists’ National Fund of Benevolence. 


Sir,—In submitting my report for November I wish to 
thank very sincerely all societies and friends who have so 
generously responded to the special appeal for the National Fand 
of Benevolence. May I remind those friends and societies who 
are delaying their response until later that donations arriving 
after December will not be counted in the special «fort, and urge 
them to help us to raise the £100, and make the future of our 
needy ones secure? It is not much to ask from three hundred 
societies and thousands of Spiritualists. November's income is 
as follows: Preston (Lancaster-road), 104 ; Carlisle, £1 ls; 
Mrs. Earith’s circle, Hamilton, Canada, 163. 4d. (or four dollars) ; 
Mr. Bryceson, 10s. ; J. Fraser Hewes, £1 1s; Mrs. Clarke, 
Whitley Bay, LI; Ferndale Society, Glamorgan, 64 ; Nelson, 
15s.; J. Bowering Sloman, £5; Mrs Vesel, . 61; 
‘S.N U. friends,’ Barnsley (per Mrs. Hunt), 10s 6d. ; Barrow 
(Rawlinson-street), 11s. ; Walsall, 7s 6l ; Longton, 184 ; ‘A 
Friend, Madras, 2% 61. ; Morecambe, 174. 6d. ; Barnsley, 
184 64. ; Slaithwaite, 104 ; Winnipeg First Spiritual Church, 
£1 17s. (nine dollars); Tottenham, 10s ; Royton (Uaion- 
street), 5s ; Master Harry Lupton, Lyceumist, 4% 61. ; Barrow 
Psycho, £3 103; Wombwell, 5a; Leeds (Easy-road), 152; Mra 
Brooks, Canada, 4s. (one dollar): East London Association, £1; 
Dewsbury, 5s. ; Trinidad, EI; Paignton Society, 104 ; Sowerby 
Bridge, 10: Ad.; E. A. Sutcliffe, 10s ; Bishop Auckland, 
14s. 64. ; Blackpool, EI; total, £28 17s 81. 

I would like specially to thank those friends across the seas 
in far-away for their sweet remembrance of the dear 
old folks. I am glad they read their papers.—Yours still hope- 
fully, Mary A. Srain. 

14, North-street, Keighley. 


SUCCESSFUL SALE OF WORK AT BRIGHTON. 


The fourth annual sale of work held by the members and 
friends of the Brighton Spiritual Mission at their hall in Mau- 
chester-street on December 2nd, 3rd, and dth, bas proved a 
striking success, both financially and in the amount of love and 

mat on all hands The stalls bore witness to the 
“members of the fact that ‘The workers win.“ 


Millott 8 


1 1 n 7 
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— 
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SOCIETY WORK ON SUNDAY, DEC. 7th, &c. 


MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST Assooration.—The Arts Centre, 
93, Mortimer-street, Langham-place, II —Very interesting ad- 
dress on ‘The Conditions of the After Life,’ and spirit de- 

scriptions, by Mrs. Mary Davies. Mr. W. T. Cooper presided. 

Ist inst, Mrs Anna L. Gillespie gave interesting and successful 

clairvoyant readings. Mr. Leigh Hunt presided. Sunday 

next, see advertisement on front page. D. N. 

Lonpon Srrarrvat Mission: 138, Pembridge Place, Bays- 
water, W.—Morning and evening, Mr. Percy Beard gave 
inspirational addresses on ‘Rest in Peace’ and ‘The Path of 
the Spirit.’ For next week's services, see front page. 

HamuensmirH.—89, CAMBRIDGE-ROAD.—Sunday next, at 
11.15 am, public circle ; at 7 p.m., address by Mr. H. Fielder, 
followed by a circle. í 

OnxtskA.—SrpNET HALL, POND-PLACE, FULHAM-ROAD, S.W. 
M Gapper gave very satisfactory descriptions. Sunday next, 
at 7 pm., Mra Beaumont. Silver collection.—J. D. 

Srrarrorp.— Workman's HALL, 27, Romrorp-roap, E.— 
Address by Mrs. E. Neville on Holy Ministers of Light’ and 
descriptions, much appreciated. Sunday next, at 7 p.m., Mr, 
Karl Reynolds, address.—W. II. S. 

Croypoys, Grmyastcm HALL, Hicu-starer.—Mr. W. E. 
Long gave a good address on The Witch of Endor.“ Sunday 
next, Mra M. H. Wallis Thursday, at 8, meeting and 
members’ circla—L. P. G. 

Batrensea. — Hentey Harr, Hextey-Srreet.—Mr. Bod- 
dington conducted the service. Sunday next, Mr. Wallace. 
Thursday, clairvoyance ; silver collection. 27th, Misses Hough, 
Christmas Social and Dance at 7. Tickets 6d. 

Cuaraam.—553, CANTERBURY-8TREET, GILLINGHAM.—IIlus- 
trated address on ‘Auras’ by the president, Mr. C. J. Stockwell. 
Sunday next, at 7 p.m, Mrs A. Keightley, address and clair- 
voyance.—F. C. S. 

Bateror.— 144, Grosvenon-Roap.—Mrs. Baxter gave ad- 
dresses and well-recognised descriptions Sunday next, at 6. 30, 
special closing services at this address. Usual week- night 
meetings Tuesday, at 8, sopplementary developing class. 

Krvaeton-on-Taames.—Assempty Rooms, Haurrox Wick. 
—Mr. Robert King spoke on Psychic Powers.’ Sunday next, at 
7pm., Mrs. Neville, address on Spiritual Gifts,’ and clairvoyant 
descriptions—J. W. H. 

— (opposite AquaRivm).— 
Mr. E. W. Wallis gave splendid addresses. Sunday next, at 
11.16 am. and 7 pm., Mra F. G. Clarke, trance addresses. 
Tuesday, at 3, private interviews; at 8, also Wednesday, at 3, 
eireles— H. J. E. 


BRIOBTON. — Wiwpsor Hatt, Winpsor-street, NORTH- 
wvreer.—Mr. Karl Reynolds gave good addresses. Sunday next, 
at 11.15 am. and 7 p.m., Mrs Mary Gordon. Thursday, 8.15, 
public circle. 2lst, Rev. Susanna Harris.—A. C. 

Suxraerp’s Bysn.— 73. BEcgLow-RoaD, W.—Eloquent 
address by Mr. H. Fielder on Clouds of Heaven.’ Sunday next, 
Il am, circle; 7 pm., Mrs. Harrad. Thureday, at 8, Mrs. 
Webster.—M. 8. 

Campsrwett New-noap.—Svunrney Masonro HAU. 

morning: Mr. W. E Long; evening, Mrs. 
Beaurepaire, Sunday next, Mr. W. E. Long: II a.m., mystic 
circle ; 6.30 p.m., address on The Star of the Magi.’ 

Hacxwey.—240a, Aunonst-noap, N.E.—Morning, Mrs. 
Murch gave an address At 7 p.m., Mr. H. Bryceson read a 
paper on ‘Man and the Higher Life,’ and Mrs Sutton kindly 
gave descriptions Sunday next, 11.15, Mr. F. A. Hawes ; 
7 bm, Mra J. Neal. Monday, 8 p.m., Miss Gibson. Tuesday, 
7.15, healing circle. Thursday, 8 p.m., circle for members N. R. 

AY. — ALE Hatt, GRovEDALE-ROAD. — 
Morning. interesting discussion on a reading by Mr. E. Alcock 
Rush. Evening, illuminating address on ‘The Human Christ,’ 
hy Mra ard, Mra Mary Gordon spoke on God is 
Love’ and gave descriptions, Sunday next, 11.15, 
service ; 3, Lyceum, visit of Mr. T. Olman Todd; 7, Mr. T. 
Olman Todd. Wednesday, Mrs. S. Podmore. —J. F. s 

Proxnaw.—Lavsanne HALL, LAUsANNE-ROAD.—Morning, 
earnest address by Mr. Geo. Brown on The Best is yet to be, 
and answers to questions, Evening, instructive address by Mrs. 


Freeth ; afternoon, 
8.15, Mrs. Orlowski. 2ist—morning, Mr. G 
evening, Mr. D. J. Davis. 20th, Fancy Dress 
Goopstaves. — GOODMAYIR - AVENUE (ronsrenLY SEVEN 
Kinos) — Mr. C. E. Sewell gave an address on “The Spiritualists’ 
Conception of God, and answered d Lud, address and 
e eee tee D, ar 
$ „ 5 atu ; Ma 8 7s r 
as above: 11,15 a.m 3 aor 5 2 


ý meetin 
M aa Tate and Lim kirk Rush, Tuesday, Miss 
Violet Burton, 
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STRATFORD. — IDMISTON-ROAD, FOREST-LANE. — Morning 
Mr. J. Cattanach on ‘Obsession’; evening, Mr. W. E. Walker, 
address and descriptions. 4th, Mrs, Richards, psychometric 
readings. Sunday next, at 11.45 a.m., Mr. Stidston, ‘The Attme. 
tion of Spiritualism’ ; 7 p.m., Mr. J. Wrench. 18th, at 8 pm, 
address and clairvoyance. 21st, Mr. R. T. Jones, 

CLAPHAM. — HOWARD - STREET, WANDSWORTH - ROAD, — 
Conference with U.L.S. ; afternoon, Mrs. Ensor’s paper for dis- 
cussion well received; evening, speakers—Messrs. G. Tayler 
Gwinn and Alcock Rush and Mrs. Vesé; descriptions by Mr, 
Lidiard ; solos by Messrs. Gwinn and Rush and Mra Rash and 
Miss Heythorne. Sunday next, at 11.15 a.m., public circle; at 
7 p.m., Miss Violet Burton. Thursday, at 8, psychometry.—(. 

Brixton. — 1434, STOCKWELL Park-Roap, S. W. — Mrs 
Maunder gave an address. Sunday next, at 3 p.m., Lyceum; at 
7 p. m., Mr. Percy Smythe. Circles : Monday, 7.30, ladies“; Tues- 
day, 8.15, members’ ; Thursday, 8.15, public. Friday,7, Lyceum. 
Mrs. Gillespie, of U.S.A., opened the Lyceum on November 30th, 
in the new hall, and very ably conducted the evening service. 
A Bazaar was held on the 3rd, 4th, and 5th inst, and 
concerts were given which were much appreciated by large 
audiences. The efforts put forth by the workers, who were too 
numerous to mention, augur well for the future success of the 
society. The alterations to the building will cost about £70, 

and when all is reckoned this sum will about be realised, The 
workers hope in time to purchase the hall,—E. K. 


Sournsza.—Lxsser Victorra Hatt.—Morning and even- 
ing, Miss Violet Burton gave addresses,—J. W. M. 

Wissece.—Pustic HAL. — Au address by one of our 
youngest members and descriptions by Mr. D. Ward.—H. 

Wurrtey Bay.—Mr. W. Bancroft spoke on Though I Speak 
with the Tongnes of Men and Angels’ and gave descriptions 

NorrmycHam.—Mecuanics’ Lecture Hatt.—Miss Florence 
Morse gave addresses and descriptions, morning and evening. 

Torrennam.—684, High Roap.—Mrs. Annie Boddington 
gave an address and clairvoyant descriptions.—N. D. : 

Exeter. — Drums’ HALL, MARKET-STREET. — Morning, 
address by Mr. Geo. West; evening, address by Mr. F. Parr. 

BRISTOL.—THOMAS-STREET HALL, STOKES Crort.—Address 
and remarkable descriptions by Mrs. Trueman, of Plymouth. 

BIRMINGHAM. — DR. JoHNson’s-PASSAGE, BULL-STREET.— 
Mrs. Groom gave an address and descriptions ; also on Monday 
afternoon.—M. K. 

Exeter. — MaRTBOROUGUR Harr. — Addresses by Mr. 
Elvin Frankish and Mrs. Letheren ; descriptions by Mrs 
Letheren.—F, 

PortsMouTH.—Mizpan HALL, WATERLOO-BTRRET.—Mrs, 
Harvey gave addresses and descriptions; solo by Miss S. Laty. 
3rd, Mrs. Harvey.—P. 

Kentish Town.—17, Princr or WALES'-oRESOENT, N.W.— 
Mr. F. A. Hawes gave an address on The Christ.’ 5th, Mrs 
Cornish.—P. 

Reapinc.—New HALL, Buacrave-street.—Mr, P. R. 
Street gave addresses on ‘The Dawn of the Golden Age’ 
and The Divine Life Within.’ Ist, clairvoyant and 
psychometric descriptions by Mrs. C. Street.—M. L. 

Manor Park.—Conrner oF SHREWSBURY AND STRONE-ROADS. 
—Morning, spiritual healing; 7 p.m, Mr. George Prior spoke on 
‘The Beauty of Spiritual Knowledge.’ 4th, address by Mr. C. 
Adamson. 6th, first choir concert—an unqualified success. 

Sournenn.—Seanck HALL, Broapway.— Mrs. Podmore 
spoke on Faith’ and ‘Spiritualism in the Commonplace Life,’ 
and gave good descriptions. Mr. Rundle also gave satisfactory 
descriptions.— B. 

Sovrnport. — HawxSs HEAD HALII.— Mrs. M. A. Stair 
spoke on The Age of Revelation, and ‘Spiritualism, the 
Emancipator of Religious Thought,’ gave impromptu poems, 
and psychic readings; also on Monday. Donated to the 
Fund of Benevolence, 153.—E. B. 

Manor Park, E.—THIRD-AVENUE, CHUROH-ROAD.—Even- 
ing, address on The Birth of the Christ,’ and descriptions by 
Mrs. A. Jamrach. Ist and 3rd, Mrs. Lund and Mrs. Marriott 
rendered efficient service. — E. M. 


Sournenp.—Crowstone GYMNASIUM, Norrayiew Dary 
Wesrctirr-on-Sea.—Mr. Horace Leaf gave a controlled al- 
dreas on ‘Growth' and numerous well-recognised descriptions 
and messages. — . E. W. 

Sroxxnousx, Piymoura.—U; Epacvs 
Address by Mr. Adama on * Angel G 
Dennis. 
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